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of its meaning with respect to the text and what exists in their life and the lives of Black people

around the world.

Unit Goals:

1. Students will complete two short responses related to police brutality in Brazil and the United
States as it pertains to the text of Between the World and Me, which explicitly addresses the

issue. Ultimately, these responses will fold into a larger five-paragraph essay.

2. Students will read and discuss articles related to police brutality in Brazil and the United

States.
3. Students will discuss issues and participate in Socratic seminars addressing police brutality.

4. Students will share their views and opinions with others at the Steve Biko Institute in Brazil.

The institute is called, specifically, the Steve Biko Cultural Institute.

Learning Objectives:
1. Understand how police brutality is directly linked to Black oppression

2. Develop writing through two edited drafts conducted through peer edit and teacher response

on the topic of police brutality.

3. Employ logic to articulate, organize, and support an effective and valid
written argument that supports the thesis and responds to probable

objections without resorting to distortion.

4. Work with legitimate secondary and primary sources that speak to issues of

Brazilian and United States culture of policing.



5. Learn from other students at the Steve Biko Institute in Brazil who will be reading the book at
the same time. The institute is a school that prepares Black students for college and the work
with a focus on Blackness and what that means in a world that oppresses people who look like

them. They believe education is a tool for self-improvement as well as community building.

5. Address issues in writings from a Marxist and racial lens.

6. Make use of standard scholarly styles using MLA documentation and

citation and create a correct works cited page.

Essential Questions:

1. Does police brutality look different in the United States than in Brazil?

2. Why does police brutality persist?

3. What might police say to the overuse of force?

4. Who benefits when police use excessive force?

5. What historically has been the relationship between police here and in Brazil?

6. To what extent are the privileged, wealthy, and white see police brutality or policing?

7. Does the data about police brutality suggests this cruelty is coming to an end or
evanescing?

8. Why has the rate of police brutality increased since the presidency of Trump and
Bolsonaro?

9. How can we address this topic in a way where Black and brown people can face a more
understanding and conscious system?

10. What are our biases regarding police officers?



Summary of Police Brutality Similarities in the United States and Brazil:

Khalil Gibran Muhammad, Ford Foundation Professor of History, Race and Public

Policy at Harvard Kennedy School, says policing became increasing important when
enslaved Black people were emancipated, writing: “What quality of citizenship did they truly
deserve? What manner of coexistence should be tolerated? These were the burning questions
that animated the minds of many white Americans, especially scientists, journalists, and

reformers, a generation after the Civil War (19). Marcio dos Santos, a Bahia, Brazil professor

at the local university called Universidade da Integracdo Internacional da Lusofonia Afro-

Brasileira, says Black men in his country and all over the world are preoccupied with death.
dos Santos says Black men are afraid of so many things that can spell their end and because
of this, it is difficult to know how they should behave as a men. The greatest soccer players
here, he says, do not claim blackness even though they are a good degree black, if not
entirely. Anything associated positive outside of sports is not a comparison people make

about Black men, “Police brutality has always been bad here and no matter who we






» Discuss the contents and meaning of



» Schedule a time to discuss your final presentation with me during conference hours.
There, we will review the work and offer other considerations as you make final edits

to submit a finished draft.

Assessment:

The assignment will be graded as an essay and the rubric will be attached to each paper,
evaluating grammar, effective thesis, details, analysis, structure, and persuasion. We would have
discussed the rubric prior to the final submission twice, once during week 2 and the other at the

end. This assignment is worth 100 essay points, an eight of their overall grades.

Assignment:

Using MLA format, compose a five-paragraph essay addressing police brutality in the

United States and Brazil. You should use the Coates’ text as the main source to support and drive
home your points. This assignment does not simply require you to make a comparative analysis,
but asks, based on the book and discussion, what is the future of police and what should be done
today in terms of ending — or at least mollifying — police brutality. Highlight your thesis, higher-
level vocabulary, sources, and where you used parts of the discussion with the Steve Biko

Institute. You will need a works cited, and should have at least eight sources, including Between
the World and Me. Think about this detail and statement from a young Brazillian black man who

I interviewed in Salvador when crafting your essay:

Alaye de Brito, 29, who has been a local activist for several years and studied in
America, said in an interview that police use their power to subvert Black people and they lie
about their tactics, pointing to an incident that happened late in July when at least 18 people were

shot in a low-income housing called a “Favela” (Lopes). Police claimed they were dealing with a



“gang,” but de Brito says that is what they often say when they have killed innocent people.
“They lie and Kill us all the time and get away with it,” de Brito said. “It’s what the police do

here.”

Grading Criteria:

1. Have you followed the directions of the basic guidelines?

2. Have you attended the Writing Center for assistance on your writing?

3. Do you have a clear thesis with a claim?

5. Do you advance your argument throughout the text?

6. Have you documented appropriately?

7. Have you reconsidered some of your initial ideas before writing?

8. Did you consider using a Venn diagram in demonstrating the likes and difference between

police brutality in Brazil and the United States?



Figures

Figurel Aquilomboresidentwhosefather waskilled,manybelieveby police



Figure4 SteveBikolnstitutein Salvador,
Bahia, Brazil
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